Scenic byways are an untapped reservoir for Texas tourism
By BY SARAH TOBER, PRESIDENT, SCENIC TEXAS

T

here has never been a more critical time to use every avenue for
economic recovery to ensure a
bright future for Texas, a state rich in
cultural, historic, and natural legacy. As
we heal from the blows of an almost unimaginable pandemic, visionary leaders
are working to ensure future generations do not lose the economic, educational, and environmental benefits of
our great public spaces.
Prior to the onset of the pandemic
and fiscal crash, the travel and tourism
industry was one of Texas’ most profitable drivers, pumping an estimated
$80.2 billion in direct spending and a
$164 billion economic impact into the
Lone Star State. According to Governor
Greg Abbott’s office, an estimated 72.5
million out-of-state visitors contributed
to the figures.
As we prepare for a “new normal”
post pandemic, tourism industry
experts are now predicting the revival
of the great American road trip, an
experience many of us remember fondly
from our own childhoods. Even in the
digital age, which delivers the ability
to tap into traveler reviews, compare
fares, and book accommodations with
a single click, the experience of taking roads less traveled and savoring a
slower pace is a welcome balm for our
anxious times.
Yet, it may surprise most of us to
learn that the great state of Texas is
quite literally not on the national byways map. The National Scenic Byways
Program is a voluntary, communitybased program administered through
the Federal Highway Administration
to recognize, protect, and promote
America’s most outstanding roads. The
program identifies valuable archeological, cultural, historic, natural, recreational, and scenic byways, and it is a
resource for travelers planning trips
by car, bike, RV, and walking. However,
until the Texas legislature authorizes
a Texas Scenic Byways Program, we
are literally off the map and are locked
out of taking advantage of the national
program. We are leaving federal dollars
untapped.
Rep. Eddie Morales of Eagle Pass
recently filed HB 1908, which would
authorize a Texas Scenic
Byways program and allow us to reap
direct economic benefit from tourism
spending in the byway regions, such as
increases in sales, wages, salaries, and
supplies, a fiscal boost that has been
measured in other states. Additional
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business activity flows from this initial
spending down the supply chain, increasing demand for supplies, creating
jobs, and stimulating economic activity
in their downstream industries.
Being “off-the-map” equates to lost
opportunities for local communities
and rural businesses to promote the
unique character of Texas’ small towns
and the beauty of our wide open spaces.
For example, a University of Minnesota
School of Business found that the state’s
Paul Bunyan
Scenic Byway generated nearly $22
million in visitor spending annually.
A study of the Blue Ridge Parkway in
North Carolina and Virginia concluded
that visitors spent $1.8 billion in counties adjacent to the parkway, resulting
in $147 million in tax revenues and the
creation of over 74,000 jobs.
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Rest In Peace:
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