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The Prohibition of New Billboard Construction is Sound -

Philosophically and Legally 

· Philosophically Acceptable even by the most conservative pundits:

"....billboards are acts of aggression - like skywriting - against which the public is entitled, as a matter of privacy to be protected.  If a homeowner desires to construct a huge Coca-Cola sign facing his own homestead rather than the public highway, in order to remind him, every time he looks out his window, that the time has come to pause and be refreshed, he certainly should be left free to do so.  But if he wants to face the sign toward us, that is something else, and the big name libertarian theorists should go to work demolishing the billboarders' abuse of the argument of private property."  William F. Buckley, Jr., as printed in The Jeweler's Eye entitled "The politics of beauty"

· Legally Acceptable.  The power and authority of states and political subdivisions under Texas and Federal law to prohibit billboard construction has been accepted, without challenge, for many years.  

Texas and Federal courts have held that Texas cities may prohibit

billboards.

Texas home rule cities have the authority under State law to prohibit

the construction of billboards.

Without legal challenge, new billboard construction has been prohibited

by approximates 250 Texas cities.

Billboards are prohibited in 4 states; new construction is prohibited in a fifth state.

